IRotes on flews from tbe iWursing TKHorlt).
THE LATE PRINCE CHRISTIAN VICTOR.
Sojie particulars are given in a letter to the matron of the Berkshire Hospital by Sister Sharp, of the Branch Yeomanry Hospital at Eastwood, Arcadia, Pretoria, of the nursing of the late much-lamented Prince Christian Victor. Miss Sharp, who was his night nurse, speaks in terms of high appreciation of her patient, who, even when he was extremely ill, expressed apprehension that he was " giving a lot of trouble." He also showed his interest in his nurse by asking where she was trained, where she came from, and how long she would be on night duty. The Prince had a room to himself, and in addition to the sister in attendance on him night and day, there were two special orderlies. We think it is a pity that such details should have been communicated to the daily press; but no doubt many people besides members of the Royal Family will be relieved to be assured that nothing which could have been effected by careful ; the Royal Free and University College Hospital, where they are condemned for the same reason. But there will be plenty of gaiety for the patients, as usual, though it is possible that it may takea milder form this year on account of the war. The patients at King's will have their friends to visit them during the afternoon of Christmas Day; Christmas trees and bran tubs will be provided for the children at Westminster, and entertainments will be given by subscribers and friends att Charing Cross. " We shall generally devote ourselves tothe patients," say the matrons," and make Christmas timepass pleasantly for them ; but there will be nothing out of the common?nothing worth special notice." The Middlesex will have its usual big Christmas tree in the board room for the " babies," and another tree on New Year's.
Day for the little boys, and there will be, as heretofore, a good Christmas dinner in all the wards, when the tables will have plenty of flowers and plants. Turkeys and plum puddings will be provided at King's.
AS BEFORE AT GUY'S.
Of course at Guy's the old and popular plan of hanging festoons of evergreens with scarlet berries across the wards will be followed, and if there is any diminution in thedecorations this Christmas it will be on account of the new wards.
If the patients are in bed, the party will be held by the bedside; if well enough to be up but not to go home, the patients and their friends will have tea at long tables in the wards, decorated profusely with flowers and plants: and there will be tea and cakes and oranges and buns for everyone, and a Christmas tree and presents for the children. We cannot give the grownup guests presents, but we usually manage for all the visiting childx-en to In cholera and the epidemic formsof dysentery an ddiarrhcea, from the mere fact that the early symptoms of these diseases are from the first manifested in connection with the organs concerned in the digestion and assimilation of food, while the principal lesions seen in the body after death are found in the intestines, it is reasonable to suppose that infection is. due to a contagium which has entered by the mouth as a swallowed poison. Nearly the same may be said of enteric ffever, a disease with which the nurse's previous training in England has already made her more or less familiar. The micro-organisms on which cholera and typhoid depend have been isolated, and positive proof obtained by experiments on the lower animals that these diseases can be introduced through the alimentary canal.
The poison of plague is believed to enter the body either through the skin or the mucous membrane. In the skin a breach of surface is probably always needed for its introduction, but in the mucous membrane the necessity for this is less apparent. In bubonic cases the position of the glands first affected has been thought by some to indicate the probable situation of the primary lesion: thus, when the groin glands are the first to suffer, the lower extremity is sus-. pected; when the cervical glands take precedence, the disease is supposed to have entered by the tonsil. The specific organism which is the cause of plague has been isolated, and experimental proof given that in the lower animals, besides inoculation, the virus can be introduced in food, and may also be conveyed through the nostrils without any apparent loss of continuity in the lining of these cavities. The specific bacillus of plague is widely disseminated in the bodies of the patients, making the disease a highly contagious one in many ways: the blood contains it, it is found in the contents of buboes, occurs in the urine and the fasces, and exists largely in the sputum of pneumonic cases. The bacillus has not yet been found in the air surrounding the patients, but this cannot be regarded as excluding the air passages as possible channels for its introduction. The occurrence of cases in which pneumonia is from the first the main feature of the disease, favours the view that the poison of plague is one which may sometimes be inhaled.
As already pointed out, the blood parasite which is the cause of malarial fever in man is conveyed by the mosquito, and, so far as our present knowledge goes, this is the only way in which that disease is transmitted.
In cases in which infection is probably the result of a swallowed poison, the attention of the nurse will naturally be first directed to the possible contamination of the food she uses relativeito the questions which had arisen in connection with Miss Julian, the matron of the Infirmary, and they recommended that the following observations be furnished to the Local Government Board in reply thereto, namely:?
(1) That the Guardians are unable to understand the expression in the Board's letter that " the Board are not in possession of sufficient information to enable them to express any opinion as to the course adopted by the Guardians," inasmuch as the Guardians have not themselves appealed to the Local Government Board on the subject of the controversy which has arisen between them and the Matron of the Infirmary. The only communi. cation which the Guardians have addressed to the Board on the matter is the one which the Clerk was directed to forward on the 17th tilt., furnishing the observations of the Guardians on the subject of Miss Julian's communication to the Board of the 25tli September last, which was duly addressed to the Local Government Board in response to their request of the 5tli ult.
(2) That the Guardians join with the Local Government Board in regretting the state of things indicated by the correspondence which has taken place on the subject referred to, and are fully alive to the importance of adopting suitable arrangements for the supervision of the nursing staff and nursing duties, as well as for the training of the Probationers, and that they have already made tentative arrangements with this object in view, and will shortly submit to the Board a proposal with respect to the appointment of a Superintendent of Nurses.
(3) That the petition to which reference is made was fully considered by the Infirmary Visiting Committee on September 25th last, and a deputation of the Nurses was interviewed by them on the subject, but as there was evidence that the action of the Nurses was instigated by the Matron it was not deemed necessary to make any recommendation to the Guardians on the subject.
(4) That the Guardians again emphasise the fact that they do not apprehend, neither do they think it possible, that the resolutions adopted by them will have the prejudicial effects referred to by Miss Julian,'and that the Guardians are quite prepared to take the responsibility of their action in the matter. part, although speaking with small experience, a nurse's life is a sacrifice: we lay down our lives for our patients, and not our matrons, and when we are in the sculleries doing work which we were never used to, perhaps we can think of those who are sick, helpless, and dying in our wards, and thus make it easier. We live and work for them alone, and surely Nurse Dowling must have lived for her own comfort. We should be more encouraged, of course, if those over us could and would make it easier, and remember that they too had their probationary time and were glad of both rest and encouragement, change of scene and air, for we do get very depressed. We should be glad of our off-duty days as they are due to us, for we need them and they are few. Our salaries are also small, and I think that if the large sums of money left to hospitals were shared by nurses as well as others it would be better expended, for we spare hospitals many wardmaids and porters. " M. L. F." writes :?It seems to me that Nurse Dowling is one of those women who never see the bright side of anything. According to her idea, neither matrons, doctors, judges, nor patients, do the right thing. And I cannot imagine how she has remained so long in the nursing world as eight years. It would have been better for her patients if she retired, one would think. I have been nursing much longer than eight years, and was trained at the " London," and I can truthfully say that some of the happiest days of my life were spent in hospital. As to being happy or miserable, in my opinion it rests entirely with the nurse herself. There are not many who give up nursing when once they take to it in earnest, for it is a fascinating and happy life to those who choose to make it so. However, I do not think there is any fear that intending probationers will take Nurse Dowling's advice after reading her letter. It is absurd to talk of matrons sitting in easy-chairs and reading novels. I for one should be glad to think they had the opportunity to do so occasionally. These sons of Mars held divided empire in my heart with certain gorgeous students from the German college, very brave in scarlet, which set off their round blonde Teuton faces to perfection. I loved to see them in the twilight lighting up the darkening shadows in the sombre old streets.
TRAVEL NOTES 'AND QUERIES.
Rules in Regard to Correspondence for this Section.?All questioners must use a pseudonym for publication, 'but the communication must also bear the writer's own name and address as well, which will be regarded as confidential. All such communications to be addressed " Travel Editor, 'Nursing Mirror,' 28 Southampton Street, Strand." No charge will be made for inserting and answering questions in the inquiry column, and all will be answered in rotation as space permits. If an answer by letter is required, a stamped and addressed envelope must be enclosed, together with 2s. 6d., which fee will be devoted to the objects of the "'Hospital' Convalescent Fund." Any inquiries reaching the office after Monday cannot be answered in "The 
